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BHDAS. 


The Bédas 88s) callod Béyi 8 in Telugu and Nuntber, 
Védan See in Tamil number according to the latest Gou- 
suns 24 1,990, comprising 128,845 males aud 121,645 fomates. 
OF thoso about throo-tenths aio in the Chitaldrug District 
and *throo-tenths in tho Kolar and Tumkur Districts to- 
gothor, the vost being in the romaining fivo distviets, 


Tho namo Néyaka (820898 chicl) or Ndyahaunamakkatu 
(Movs Bet Y chiol’s childven) is sometimes appliod to 
this caste. , They also style themselves as the mombers 
of Valmiki’s family or members of Kannayya’s caste, 
Gurikara (BET a imarksman) and Karate (32% the eruol) 
aro often given as thoir nicknamos. 


Names, 


Bédee (38) gomotimon written Liyada (8208) is a aor- 
ruption of the Sunskeit word Vydidha (33) ncaning a hunter 
and shows what tho original occupation of the caste was. 
‘Yhoy call thomselves in Telugu Dora-biddadln (king’s children) 
and occasionally as Pdyyequrs, the lattor appellation being 
appropriated as many ef those who gathered a largor band 
of prodatory followers than usual avound them, succeeded 
in sotting themselves up in the troublous days of the com. 
mon dissolution of authority during the two or three centn- 
ries procoding tho last, as Palyogars or chiefs of a Palya 
(89%) or a sobtlemont, 


Tho gonnoction with Valnuki is founded on a tradi 
tion that the great’ author of the opic Ramayana was o 
this custo before his conversion. [Ho was a highway 
robbor of moro than usual rapacity, and when he attacked 
tho Sago Vasishtg, tho lattor showed bint tho sin of his 
bad lifo and proved its worthlessness evon in a worldly 
senso, whon his own wile for whom he had been me 
going all this risk, declined to share tho accountajnhty 

R 


Origin and 
history, 


2 


for bis sing, ‘Che man was so ignorant that ho sould not! 
pronounce the holy namo of Rana and tha teacher Tad bo, 
adopt tho oxpodiont of making iin vepoot mara (a brow tu. 
Kannada) in vapid suecossion, to make hin maditaho about 
Rama. Asa rvosult of his long meditation, the reponting! 
hunter and robbor got divine wisdom, and was ablo to, 
compose tho grand opio that has obteinod sneh renown int 
tho world. Ilo subsoquontly had twelve sous who are’ 
claimod to be tho progonitors of the prosont custo. Tb isi 
hardly nocessary to add tlt all this has no support in tho, 
Ramayana itself, Porhaps its gorm is to ho found in the! 
statemont thoroin, that, boing indueod by Nitrada und Brahe? 
ma to composo tho immortal opic, tho Rishi Valiniki! 
throw himself into Yoya-Samadhi, whon all the facts of; 
Rama’s carthly career becamo as olow to him as a} 
fruit hold in his palm of his hand, sad enabtod ‘him to} 
compass his end. ; 


Anothor ingenious oxplumbion is given of the torm; 
Valmikara as applied to Bodas, which says that thoy ave 
go called bocauso durmy tho fist rains of the your thoy cig’ 
ant-hills, lake out winged ants thorem and ont, 
thom, 


As soine of the names of the onsto uunistakably duc 
oato, the Bédas woro originally v wild tribe living in ‘fein 
and mountains and supporting thomsolvos by hunting, 
hoy usod to infost tho highways for vobbory mul wore 
considered ft instyumonts for all vets of vupino and oruelby, 
(Lonce they were known as Mird/as (809% tho orual). A story 
of Kaunayya, an oponymous leader of this cast, iv of some 
significance us showing tho ovigiual ocoupmation of the caste 
or ab any rato its idoa. Ido was u dovotoo of Siva aud was 
finding Jaulb with the uiual form of worship ia whieh the 
worshipper placod a dish of food bolgre his god Dut subsee; 
quently ate it himself, Whon, in order to tost him, Cod) 
Siva surprised hun in an inaccessiblo junglo in the guise of 
ahungry guosb and asked for food, he was offered some 
meal of an animal killed in the jungle, and when aftor a 
while tho guost was in danger of losing an eya {fom disense, ' 
Kannayya plucked out his own and olforod to veplaco the: 
poor wayfarer’s lost organ, Siva wes of gown gable 
fied and offered tho devotee somo boon, Bath he was. qutile! 
content with fis lot and would huve wee of it, [To had! 
all that he wantod, a gruol in an eabhon pot, childrens 
yer a commun earthen eating plata, a binning Ingyot: 
for Hight and v highway for robhory, whab more nosded ho 


‘ 
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‘Their only habits woll fitted them for the army of 
which in later “times thoy became a most important olo- 
mont, Thoy wore largely omployed in tho rank and file 
of tho armies of Vijanagay Empire. They gradually spread 
to tho south, and by the timo of Lydor ‘Ali, they not ouly 
constibuted the pick of his army, but many of tho casto had 
seb thomsolves up as potty chicfs kuown us Palyegars who 
had also mon of tho sane caste 1 thoir armios. Buchanan 
writing in 1800 says of thom ;—~ 

Theonghout those lulls (near Magadi, Banyaloro District), which 
oatoud northward fiom Capaladurga, ao muny cultivated spots m 
whish during epyuo’s government wete soltled many Buydaru or 
huntors who received twelve pagodas (£4-5s) & yout and served as 
wrogular (roops whenever requned. Boing acenslomed to pursne tigers 
and deer in the Woods, they wers e\cellent marksmon with thei. match- 
locks, aud indefatigable in tollowmg thon prey, which im the time 
of war, wes the life and property of oyery helpless creature that camo 
in their way, During tho was of Hyder and Ins son, these men wolo 
ohiof instytmonts un tho terrible dopradations comnutted in the lower 
Oarnatic,” ‘hoy were nlso frequently employed with success against 
tho Polyayurs, whose followers wero men of a similar dosctiption. At 
pels us thoy yeccrvo no pay, they are obliged io apply more closely 
oagrionliure, for m that way they always employod thew leisure ; 
and thors is a prospeot of ther becoming a quiet wd indnsinens people 
although thoy si2ll retam thei arms and on anaious deste for 
plunder, 


With tho adveut of moro peaceful Limos, this oxpectu 
tion ubout tho habits and occupation of these people has 
boon, fully voativod. Many of thom are omployou as villago 
walghinen or Vadaris, wid also find cmployinent as peons 
in tho Polieo and Rovenue Doparbmonts of Goverment, 


Yhoy soom bo be originally a Tolugu speaking poople, 
but after long sobtlomont, those of the Kannada distriots 
havo udopted that language as their mother Longue, 


The lollowing ondogamons divisious are found in the 
GaaLO I 


Uru Bddas (989 See) called in Tolugu, Chianu Boyis 
(8%, Baedds a0) ), 


Mysisa Bédas (BS eed) Somotimes called Pedda Boyis 
(Be, as s0%>) and Chonchiis (eee), 


Cugist or qudlu Bagas (Moms, 802) galled also Roseiards 
sso), and nicknamod (O% e2V9,) (groas-hancdod), 
Maremma Bédas (80833,8 &8O) also called Mutydi- 
ammueor Urine Bédas (Boseguny, Seen erodssds | e5eeéd) 
and Sadaia Bédus (RBS Beads), : 
% 


Language. 


Tndoga- 
mous divit 
sions, 


A 


Thily Bédag (2U9 EBD), 
Monda Bédas (B20 eee), 


Thore aro afow moro divisions such as those namod Bee 
rile (808), Coliqn (RaW), Caiddalalnlie (RB,v%e), Maddala 
(89%,0) and Palra (@)) which avo retarnad as endogamous, 


Tt is, howover, probable that thoy are nothing Int 
synonyms of ono or another of tho divisions alvandy 
mentioned, 


ru Bodas aro by far tho largest division of the 
caste, and aro so callod because of thoir residence in 
fowns and villagos, mliko, [or example, Monda Bodas, 
a wandering tvibo, who avo heggars by proféssion. 


Myasa Bodas avo found mostly in the Chiruldrug 
District. They profoss to dorive thoiy naine fron 
mesha (288), a gout, tho mime of tho frst signe of tho 
Zodiac, Avios. hoy form an interesting division and have 
somo peculiar customs sult as civeumeision, aud wh- 
staining from cating fowls and pigs. They lived mostly in 
jungles till recently; many havo since taken to living in 
towns aud villagos. Tt deserves to ho ascertained how 
far thoir castoms havo beon moulded by Mussilnan in« 
fiuonoes. ‘hoy soem to bo the samo as tho forest tribo 
known a8 Chenchus. 


Guiisi or gudlu Bodas (738%, Wao, 89) avo so onllod 
on account of thow living in gud/e or tomporary Ita, 
They ave an inferior division, 


The signifieanco of tho lorm Sadara Béda could nob 
bo ascertainod. The appellation of Halu Bodas (0, milk 
Rodas) is used ‘to indicate their suportiority to obhor divi- 
sions, 


Monda? Bodas are said to bo tho «lescondants 
of aman of the Mandaln (208%) gxoguinous section, who 
through ignoraneo married a girl of tho samo Koetion, This 
was ‘liscoverod too late and the couple wore oxpelied from 
tho villago and were mado to liva ontside,—cRing out 
thoir living by boggary. ven now porsons of this divi. 
sion novor ontor the houses of the other Bedas, and 
they aro not allowod to beg froin the poople of the Mandala 
section, 


ca ee cee OE, met 


* Monde (SWow) mons in Kemeda, an indolont or rude or obstt. 
nato fellpw 


Marvingo. 
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‘Thoro aro no unmos sposially appropriated by this 
ensto; tho following are given as oxamplos of common 
namos ocourring thorein :— 


Malo. Fomale 
Kadirviga (Por) Kudtrt (FO) 
Sanjtoa (Bowes) Sanpini (Koen) 
Mira, (33) Bomma (88%) 
Béva (B42) O'}i (ee) 
Naya (®%) Yerrt (082)) 
Konga (aoe) Ohaulamnea (8%) 


Nicknames aro givon oither to donote ocaupation or to 
desevibe size and appearansa, such as sl’yula Vitdu o 
cowherd 5 Gorcalodu (A@dj8.0) shop toudor 5 Chemndadu 
(2982) long oarod ; Mdlodu (Bvwhoed) chyvurf 


A child born aftor tho paronts have succossivoly loat 
a number of children in childhood, is thrown on fi imantivo 
hoap placed on a sioyo and tuken back, Sometimos it is 
thrown on its face. Its right nostril is boved and a noso 
scrow pub on, 


Names like the following aro given to such childyon t~, 
Tippa (2%) ; Tippt () a manure heap ; Bdrbn (Md) Belt 
(90) thrown on the face; Gunda (Roe) Crondi (708) 
round stone; Pulddhuladu (Reg A0e>) Lhrown-aub loaves 
Paradés't (8088) Lovvignor ; Pdrest (298¢8) one aah out ; 
Adavi ene jungle; Kalla fa stone ; Gidaga (M87) hawk; 
Kagiqu (BR) gy man of lho dosovt; Javaritya (essiards) 
or Yama, tho god of doath; Sachchdoddu (Bee) ona 
likely to dio. 


Whon an unusnal nmnbor of girls ave born in suc« 
cossion, the lust born child is givon tho namo of Santana 
(0882) or Sahenme (A832), those names ineaning that tho 
fomalo childron are enongh and are no moro needed. Tho 
bolief is that thoroaftor no fomalo childron would be born, 
and if the mothor givos birth to any childron atall, they 
would all be malo onos. Tho saying 1s  AvFo Now woowsty, 
ees Blew edsteg,” which monns that Suafammaas (denoting 
fomalo childvon) aro onongh and Bevarennas (standing 
for malos) aro wautod. 


Polygamy is‘aMowod though asa mabter of faot, it is 
ravoly resovled to oxoopt when sueh reasons as barrenncss, 
or ingurabic disoaso, of tho first wifo oxist. Polyandyy is 
unknown, 
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A marviago is either rogular ot irregular, tho latior 
is hold somowhat in lower reputo and is variously known as 
Kudike (48% ynion), Strugike (84%, tho giving of a 
woman’s garment as a prosont by the man). 


Mavriago in the section to which oithor one’s own 
mother, patornal grandmother or matornal grandmothor 
bolongs, is allowed, provided this section is difforent from 
that of the porson. ‘Tho only other formula not covored by 
tho rule of oxogamy is that the boy and tho girl should not 
bo related to cach other cither by affinity or by analogy 
as brothor and sister or parent and child. Two sisters 
may bo married by ono nan, and two brothers may marry 
two sisters, Marriage with an elder sister's daughter is 
sanctionod, but ono may marry a younger sister’s daughter 
only when Jnevitable, as whon a widower cannot procure 
any othor girl to marry, A sister’s danghtor may be marri- 
ed tq a man’s son, in which case the man himself cannot 
marry anothor daughter of the same sister. 


Marriage is-gonerally of adults, though infants are 
oftén so united. A woman may romain without marriage 
all through hor life, though fow or none do so by choice. 

' A woman dying without marriago is carried by mon with- 
out a bior and intorred with the faco downwards, no fn- 
noral ceremonies boing obsorved. 


Tho nogotidtions for a regular marriago are cavvicd on Covemonies 

by tho parents or guardians of tho partios, tho iniliativo of maringo, 
being gonorally takon by tho male’s side. Tho astrologer 
is consulted and whero the horoscopes are wanting, the 
stars corresponding to the first lettors of the names of the 
parties according 10 a settled convention, aro taken as 
reprosenting the nattvity of tho partios. Tf thoy aro 
pronouncod to be suitable, a day is fixed by him and the 
contracting partios 6xchange betol-leaves with nuts as an 
earnest of their agrooment, in tho presenco of the elders. 
The girl ia given a prosont of a cloth and a feast is 
generally held. After this tho girl cannot be given in 
marriago ,to another without tho consent of the other 
party. This preliminary ovont is however non-essential 
and is often omitted or considorably shortoned. 


Tho coremonies of marriage propor bogin with Vevar- 
uta or god's foast® Tivo now earthon pots painted red and 
whito aro brought from tho pottor’s houso and somo dato 
fruits, uncooked rice, and dhall, glass bangles and some 
other articles aro placed in cach of them, with an oil light in 
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each of the carbhen dishes coyoring then as hls. 'Phese pots 
wibh a hades (deca small motallie yossel will a woconmual 
over if) ue placed iat room set apart for be purpose aid 
worshipped as vepresonting the marriage doily. A’ dinnor 
also is given, shoep or sonts boing specially hillod for tho 


ocousion, 


On the seeond day, chappara or marriage booth is con 
strated, ‘Chis should tavedwelve posts of whieh gue is 
vullod the ails post ovo murviaeo pillar iad shod be groou 
wood of tho mango or (iheedve tree. Tn the night, the bride's 
purty repair boa place oublnide the town, whore on a spob 
washed with cowdung water, they plivee cooked food on 
threo plantain leaves as an offering, aad egnsecrato ib with 
water dyed red with saffron and time, and reburn home 
without looking back... 


On tho third day, the bride and bridegroom are baphod 

in theiv respective housos. 'Phey aro ‘woated "on plunk 

souls and aro bosmearod with saffron, and the coromony 

is known as 8088 @x,) or tho salivon cereniony ov Sse 
Box) or bride or bridegroom coremony. 


Tho fourth is the chief day of tho »eerumony, 
Marly in the morning tho bridegroom is brought to the 
bride's house, {fo is made to sit by tho side of the brido, 
The village barbor comes and pares bho nails of the bride 
and bridoyraom. Thon the couple are given a mth 
aillad meld utra in Kannada and dada ata in 
Telugu. hoy stand one stooping over the other, and sone 
marviod women pour water from fou vessels. After this 
the bridegroom i4 sent oul with a party Lon place outside 
tho village and sits undor a treo. , Meom there at pro. 
cussion of Tho people of his parky go to tho bride’s hous, 
taking with thom ina bamboo hox jewels and alobhs iu» 
tended for her wad othor sundry articles such as rieo, {euib 
and othor edible articles, which thoy present. to tho bride, 
Phon her parby go tu procession ded by a miavied wordy 
earvydie a Rafise inher tiamd. hey in their Cur Dring 
fo the bridegroom cloths, foe-rines, dbashinge or Che 
murine coroned and other prosents. "ho brideevooin 
pits on dl these Chings aad holding adageer is taken be bls 
nieringe booth. ‘Phe two parties meok fear tho marriage 
pavilions and a Aheay of postitaee is altgal hy oxeh par ‘hy 
theowine tualf- spounded rie (cr allod det) af ble other, 
They Lnvarloysgcaan iy Gondaetod fo the ina ering cinin ceed 
iS mado to sland there, fn the meatutime tho Iride is 
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docoratod and is brought to tho pandal with tho dhdshinga 
wud placed standing opposite tho bridegroom with a cloth 
hold as a sevoen between thom, Tho Purohit is thon called 
in, aud tho bride and bridegroom throw on cach othor’s 
hoac some cummin good and jaggory, the girl if small in 
stature being held up by her maternal unclo or othor near 
relative, 


‘The tali* is bouchod by all thoso prosent, and the bride- 
groom with the countenancy and blessing of the mon as- 
sombled, ties it round the neck of tho bride, Both tho bride 
and the bridegroom tiv tho kaakanat to thoir wrists and 
sland facing cach other. Thetr hands are joined together 
and hold a cocoanut on which milk is poured first by the 
parents of the “bride, and thon by those of the bridegroom, 
aud. then by the whole assembly. 


iho married couple then sit side by side with tho 
fringes of their cloths tied togethor. Some elderly marriod 
women bosincar thom with saffron and pub over thom sése, 
that is rico from both their hands first on tho kneos, then 
on the shouldorg and thon on the heads of the happy couple. 
Tho assombly then disperses al'tor the distribution of Pan- 
supuri, 


In the oyoning the couple are shown the star called 
Arundhati. | 


Anothor coromony that takes placo (hat day, is that of 
partaking of = or gonnnon meal. ‘Iwo or threo persons 
from Doth sides sil togothor mul oat food from a common 
dish to indicate the wniou of both the partios. 


On tho last day called the Nagavali day, the kankana 
or wrist throad is taken off and puja is made to what is 
callod Simhasans (or scat) and to a heap of arecanut and 
botel-leaves and the latter articles distributed to the as- 
sombly. A vortain order is observed in lambulu-giving : 
Kannayya (the oponymous hero), Valiniki and tho house 
hold deity are named fivst and then tho local casto head 
(Katie Mane Yajeaman) and the convenor (or boadlo), and 
then the*others of the assembly get the leaves in turn. 


¥ The small gold disco worn by a mariied woman as a symbol of the 
marriod stata, 

+ This is a tyviwod thread of black aud white Wool, with a tarmoric 
rout and an honsving Hed to it, 

] Avandhati is the wile of Vasish(a, tho sago, and ix belioved to be 
In bho constellation of staxs known as the Great Beau, 


Rxponaes, 


Puborty, 
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The noxt two days are omployod in complimentary 
visits and feasting among tho tivo partios. 


The brido’s price or tera in Kannada, and oli (w®) jn 
Tolugu, is Rs. 72. Buba discount of 1 Rs. is allowod 
ifaskod for, oxcept whon a widower marrios & mntd, whon 
tho {ull amount of tera namely Rg, 12, and somotimes 
oven a Mddu (BR) of 14 Re, moro is lovied, 


Marriago oxponsos in a family of mororate moans amount 
to the bride’s party to Rs, 30; the bridogroomm’s party ine 
cur about Rs. 100, to bo spont on jowels, leva and food- 
ing oxpongos, Thore is no particular Leoling that the pro- 
sent oxponditure is in any way oxorbitant; and no move- 
mont in favor of reduction is discernible or indeod called 
for, 


Whon a girl first shows spns of womanhoofi, she’ is 
considored impnro for throo days, and doos not como in 
contact with tho othor mombors of tho family. Sho cannot 
uso the motal plate for cating her moal which is placed on 
leaves for her, Sho bathos on the fourth day and tho 
washorman supplios hor with afrosh washed cloth A shod 
of groon leaves (generally of Margosa), is put up on au 
auspicious day, in which tho girl vemaing apart: fo threo 
nights gotting a particularly vich Cood consisting of coco, 
gingolly, pulses and jaggory, tho while. Sho is oxhi- 
biiod in the ovenings seatod, drossod and docoratod, in tho 
company of marriod womon who congrogato for tho show, 
Songs aro sung and saffron and hunkuma and panesnparr 
aro distxibntod to all the visitors, During this poriod tho 
girl is kopt awakoatnights and is allowed to sloop only in 
day time, for feay that somo evil spirit (which prowls 
about only in the dark) might tako’ hold of hor. 


Intimation of the event is sont hy tho villago washav- 
man to tho parents of the husband of such girl if sho is 
already married, and it is considored the correct thing for 
the husband and wifo boginning to live togothot within 
sixtoon days. If tho girl should happeu to be onmarriod, 
they iry to got her marricd within tho year of hor attain. 
ing this ago. Thoy have a saying that a third head should 
not appear in the Year of marringo, and s@ whoro tho girl 
that is married is nlrondy of an ago to livo in hor husband’g 
company, the common living is put off for at lonst throo 
months, 


il 


Widow marriage is allowod and gonerally practised 
but tho form diffors considerably from the regular marri- 
age, and is abyled union or hudike or tho giving of a cloth 
to woor (8@evae) or tho tying of a tall. 


The ceremony is simple and generally comos off in tho 
avening, Tho match as may be oxpected is as a rulo 
solllod by tho consont of tho partios and in most casos 
is precoded by a de fucto union. + The hoad and othors of tho 
caste assomblo in front of tho woman’s house who comes 
on after having had a bath. Tho now husband presents 
hor with a new cloth which she puts on. ‘I'he Yajinan to 
whom their intention is formally announced gives his sanc- 
tion to the union. Thereafter the husband ties the tali 
which is the essential and the binding portion of the cere- 
mony. A fine called Kannayyana Kanike (Fh ys rede) 
is lovied from tho man. Pan-suparl is distributed and a 
feast ig hold afterwards. The same form is observed in tho 
caso ol divorced women remarrying, aud of an unmarried 
girl who has clandestinely concoived being marricd to her 
lovor ; somotimos this form is also rosortod 10 in preforenco 
to tho more regular ono to save oxpense, 


A worn marricd m this form has cortain disabilities. 
Sho is not allowed to take part in the coremonies of a rogu- 
lar marriago and is nob, allowed ovon to enter tho marriage 
mandal. Sho cannot oarry tho kalasa on any auspicious day. 
{lor issue for two or throo gonerations at least are do- 
prived of tho priviloges of rogular marriago, Tho kudite 


marriage section is kopt separate, and in somo places ho-' 


comes so dofinod that these disabilitios continue to attach 
to ib for gonerations togothor, 


With regard to the right of mheritance, as soon as a 
widow is remarricd, she becomos divested of hor rights to 
the previous lusband’s property and oven her childron 
continuo in his fumily, This is of courso componsated for 
by tho acquisition of itl to her second husband's 
proporty, 

e 


A widow cannot marty any ono belonging to hor first 
hushancl’s gotra ov division; much less therofore his older 
or younger brothor, 


Loss of casif and adultery are good grounds for 
divoree. ‘Tho aggrieved party, gonerally tho husband, 
complains to tho caste Yajman rogarding tho conduct 
of his parinor and obtains his sanction for divorce in 


Widow 
marriago, 


Divorce, 


Adultery, 


Dedication 
of Busavis, 
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tho caste assombly who fully onter into the details and find 
out which party is to blame, Hf the chargo ts made out 
against tho wile, tho husband toars her fad? in token of 
soparation aud gots back tho jowols which he imighb have 
givon hor daring thoir conjugal life. Ilo has fo pay & fine 
to the caste, 


The woman thus divoreod 1g married in Audike Sov, 
to another (gonerally hey paramour) who pays bo tho 
provions husband, the era amount and tho expenses of the 
marriage, and has also to pay a fino to the caste and stand 
tho expenso of feeding the customen, Ib is said that 
adultery on tho part of the husband is also a good reason 
for divorce and the husband im this case gol back neither 
the tere amount nor tho marriago expensos, 


T£ tho married woman is guilty of adultory with u 
man of the sane or a highor caste ib can be expintod for at 
tho option of the husband by paymont of a smell dite bo 
tho casto. 


Tho practice of making Hasavis* of womon obtains in 
this caste. ‘The reasons that loud a parent to bake this stop 
avo gonorally ono of tho following : ~When thore are no 
malo children, the eldest daughter may be cauvertod to a 
Basavi, whou sho vomeains pormanontly in bor fathor’s 
honso, inhorits the proporty and in all ponsible vospoots 
takos tho place of wson. This may bo done in accordance 
with a vow taken whon tho girl isaltheted with any dan 
gorous illuoss, this conversion into a Basavi boing, i oppor 
sition to all civilizod notions, regevdod as w cediontion 
to God’s sorvico. 


The dedication of Basavi is, mado by a coromony 
which, as far as possible, royombles a marviago. Tho Chaypr- 
va (marriage pavilion) with 12 pillars is erected, a prouession 
goos Loa toraplo where tho gitt is sealed by the sido of a 
daggor aud tho dalZ Qnarriago omblem) tied to hor by the 
Purohit or by a matornal unclo ov matornal unele’s son. A, 
foast is given to the castemen; and afler threo duys the 
girlis [roe to take to her bed any man who ft4 not ofa 
Jower caste than her own. ‘tho first porsan who receives 


*Noar Kurngutli Marlari (4 439) domplo, ih iy anid thab 
Basetés we dedivated inn Iiyvge umitha au tha fay at Gad’s macriuge, 
(eenstiorgyy), ‘Me caamouy is vory simpli. Carla ae brought to fhe 
tomylo after bathing and in Dont at at dunkanes anid tales we tic ta 
thet, They have to sleep that night m the temple. 
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hor favors has generally to pay hor fathor tho expenses 
ineurrod by him for making hera Basavi. Hor issuo ho- 
como logitimato and aro cntitlod to a shave of their grand- 
father’s proparty. Tor purposos of marriage, tho issue of 
such Basnvi are as eligible as thoso of tho régular marriago 
division, 


Bosidos those, who aro known as born Basavis (pufz 

basaat, B820AD), thoro is yet another class of public women 

allod Kulam Biddalu (79088,e) or children of tho casto 
“who ave dedicated as follows :-- 


A willow oven with issuo and a divorced woman may 
be mado childron of the caste after paying a fino to the 
caste and standing tho oxpense of a feast according to her 
moans. Sho asks for pormission formally at the mooting 
of the casio’ men, who as a tokon of consent give hor a 
handinl of the food preparod for the feast which she 
partakes of*along with thom, She has thoroafter the licenso 
tosharo hor bed with strangors (not of an inferior caste) 
aga Hasan has. * Tho chief distinction botwoon the two is 
that tho issue of a Basav! are regarded as logitimato for 
all purposes while thoso of a daughtor of tho caste, though 
legitimate, rank only as the issue of a ¢ Kudike? ov con- 
vontional mavrings, 


From tho abovo, it may be inferred that soxual license 
bofore marriago is vol visitod with any condign punish- 
mont, When an unmarried girl bocomes prognant, sho 
will bo marriod to her paramour in hudike form if he 1s of 
the same caste, [fhe would not have hor or is of a highor 
casto, a fino will bo levied and sho will be made a child of 
tho caste, bat if tho paramour is of lower casto sho loses 
hor caste. 


In casos of rogwlar marriages no courtship is known, 
and the paronté of tho partios biing about tho connection, 
But the kudite marvinges aro as a rulo by courtship and 
consont of tho partics. Tho average ago of the boy to 
marry may, bo taken as about eightoon, 


Tho dead among thom are buried oxcept such as are 
afllictod with leprosy ov othor incurable cutancous diseases, 
whose badios are burnt, 


On the death of a porson, the body is washed and 
wrapped up ina new cloth. Two now carthon pots are 
brought, and in ono of thom a small quantity of rico is 


Death and 
Enneral 
ooromonios, 
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cooked in front of the houso, But this coromony is vory + 
often dispensed with. Tho body is placed on a bivr mado of 
bamboo or Kalli (Huphorbia Tiruallt), Botol-loaves wand nubs 
ave orushod and tho pasto is put in tho month of tho dead 
body. Tho rolatives and Erionds of tho docoasod pul rico in 
tho oyes of tho decoased’s body wnd sometimes bout thoir 
mouths. Alftor this, the body is carriod by four porsons 
to the burial ground, tho chief mounor heading the 
procession with fire in ono hand and tho pot with the 
cooked rico in tho other, As soon as tho carriers aud mourn 
ors pass away, awoman in tho houso, if presont, a widow, 
sprinkles cowdung water on the placa whore the body had 
boen kept and cleans it. Tlalf the way, the body is koph 
on the ground and balls of cooked rico aro thrown around 
tho body. It is then carriod straight to the buial ground. 
By this time, a Médiga of tho villago wilk havo dug 
a grave roady, for which labor a stall foo is puid. 
The body is carried round tho grave three thnos and is then 
lowerod into it. The bier is takon ont, togothor with any 
jewels which the doccased might havo worn at the time 
of doath. Tho body is thon laid on tho back with tho head 
to the South and the grave is closed in. A smal mound 
is raised on the ground, and four quartor-unga pieces are 
buried, on the fow cornors of it, Another muna is placed on 
tho gravo for kédupapa (PHB) and is inbendad to bo the 
prices of the ground duken up for the grave, und this ts 
takon by the Loloya of the village. ‘Thereafter the chiel 
mmournor, with an oarthen pob fillod with wator, is mada to 
go round tho grave throo times, and at tho ond of exch turn, 
a stone is thrown at Lhe vossel by some by-shander, go ts to 
makoa holo, With the water thus louking ho comos tu'oe 
rounds and thon brouks the vessel on the gravo with his buek 
turnod towards it and goos awny without looking back. ho 
chief mournor and the porsons thab carriod the body wash 
themselvos in a tank or rivor and return homo in wot cloths. 
BY this timo, tho house has beon cleaned and on tha spot 
whore the decoased expired, hay hoon kopta light on a wine 
now (880) and an Yakka twig, which the party must goo 
bofore they go to their housos. 


Tf tho decoasod is only a child or wmmarriod girl, no 
ceremony is obsorved and the body is onvviod in tho arms 
to the burial place ancl intorrad, 


On tho third day, a coromony called Favours. 
(ailing Jood and walor lo thé degeasod) fakes place. Tho 
ohiof mournor with othor castemen takos somo rice and 
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vogetablos tothe burial ground and gorvos them on the grave 
ina plantain loaf, Tho party withdraw to a distanco ox pect- 
ing tho crows lo como and cat the food. When tho crows 
havo oaten it, they go to the tank or river, bathe and 
volurn hotne. . 


No furthor corcmony is obsorved till tho Lath day. On 
that day tho wholo house is whitewashed. ‘The chiof 
mournor as woll as all the Dgyadas (aguates) avo a bath. 


A Brahman Purohit is called for purifying the house 
with holy water, Then a party go to the burial ground 
and on the grave aro served up various dishes of food 
propared for tho purpose, ‘I'he ghiof mournor gots his 
hoad shaved. After bathing in tho river, the party go 
to tho temple and return homo. All the agnate and 
othor relations arc invited and treated toa foast, This 
day gifts of cows, shoos, umbrellas and other things are 
givon in-charity io Brahmans, their numbor dopending 
upon the moans of the family, 


In the oago of tho death of an unmarried girl or a 
child, on the 8rd day somo milk and edibles aro placed on 
the ground and no further coremony is obsorved. 


* 

Tho poriod of pollution, in tho caso of adulls, is 12 
dnys andin tho case of childvon, 38 days. During this 
poriod, the noar agnates do not pub on tho caste mark, ov cnt 
any swoeot substnnee or dank milk. hoy should uot 
enter othor’s houses, much Joss touch thom. 


Those mon do not porform sraddhas; but on the now+ 
moon day in the month of Bhadrapadwand on the new year’s 
day, thoy make puja in the names of thoir deceased ancestors. 
Thoy instal a Kalasaein the house, place near it now cloths, 
bun frankinconso and offor prayers to it. ‘They invito 
thoir castemen to a dimuor. 


Oulsidors bolouging to any rocognized higher castos 
are, though of course rarely, adinittod into tho Boda casio, 
a formal coremony being observed for the purposo, ‘The 
hoadmon* of two or threo Kallemanes or caste guilds as 
woll ag obhor casfomen aro assombled, duo notice boing 
given of the purpose of the meoting. Thon tho person who 
wishos to be admitted comos to tho assombly and prosirat- 
ing himsol{ bofore it, bogs that ho ber athuitted into the 
caste, A consultation is hold and is somotimes prolonged 
for two or Uoe days during which time, te momboys aro 
fed at the oxponsa of the applicant. A fine togethor with 
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a hana oy 4 annas as Kannayya’s tax (dovolud to bho 
tomplo of that idol) is loviol from tho neophyto who is 
urifiol with tho five protnets of the cow, his tongue bor 
ing slightly branded with hoatod gold. Tle is also mado 
to drink holy wator from a tomplo. ‘hon the castomon 
sit down to a feast givon ab his oxponse, at which ho has 
to recvivo a morsol from ench of the elders before tho food 
ing bogins and partake of the food thus colloctod with 
tho pormission of bho assombly which is given in a set. for. 
mula that thoro is no longer any impadimont (dosha), 


Such pervorsion froin highor castes is gonorally duo to 
tho man having illicit relation with some woman af tho caste. 
Such a reeruit heaomes a mombher of the caste for all peaedi- 
cal purposes, and marries the woman, however, ian ine 
ferior masiago, tho stigma of which may stick en Lo his 
doscondants lor two ov throe gonerations, 


+ 

Thoy follow ordinarily the indu Livy of inhoitaneo. 
Mlajam (Manevijutina im Kamada) or affiliation of tho 
son-in-law is practisol—and such son-in-law gets a shana 
oqualto that of a son A Basavi daughter also gots an 
equal sharo with hor brothers, and whon sho divs, if the 
family is undivided, hor sons stop into hor placd and are 
ontitlod to hor she. A dostibute sister is gonerally given 
a cow and a cloth evory your. 


Tho Bédas aro gonorally considerad 24 low caxto 
people, and thorofore Brahmans and obhor Derijt or twiao- 
born classos lo not touch them, But they oun draw water 
in the village woll, tho villaga barbor shaves dham and 
paros their nails and the washoriman washes their clothos, 


. 

In tho mattor of oating moat, thoy aro allowed great 
latitude, Bvon jackals and somo of the lizard tnibo avo 
allowed to thom; and though bool is pormitted and indead 
cannot bo refused when olforod ata feast, imany of then 
seem to draw a line thora, and do nob oat cows and bnita- 
loes ‘Tho lowost woll-known onsie with which the Bedas 
eat is Kurnba and only Agusan (washorman) Macigh: (village 


cobbler) and Lfoleyas cat m Boda’s houses. 


Thoy omploy Brahmans for auspicious caremonies 
such aa marriagd, wud thogo Braluuans do not suffor in 
their status by such employment. Bub for funeral or 
ming coromones, Dasavis aud Sitanis avo enllod in, Bub 
on tho 12th day after doath, tho Bralyman purohit lian bo 
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cleanse tho house with wator purified by the recitation of 
holy words. 


The Bodas belong to what is called Nine Phanas Tribal cou- 
or Jeft hand section, ‘They have a caste council at which stitution. 
thoir tribal disputes aro settlod. lt is presided over by a 
headman, who has under him a servant or a beadlo known 
as Kondigddu (AeokrR®), Tho jurisdiction of a 
headman is called Kajlemane, and any matter affecting the 
cugte such as admission of an outsider, iddite marriage, 
dedication of a girlas a Basavi or a Kulambidda comes before 
him for settlement. Any Lransgression of the caste rules 
ig punished by him. And for all this service, he re- 
ceivos marydde (S>ey3) or the conventional fee and a 
special témbitla, Whon however a dispute of a very 
sorious nature affecting not only one Kaftemane but several, 
has to bo? settled, Yajamais of several Katiemanes are 
collocted, ‘hero is ab tho head of several Katcmanes, 

a Mora or’ehio£ whose presence is necessary only in cases 
of grvat importance. In marriage and other occasions, the 
Dora ov chivf, also gets a tdmbdla with a smail foe. 


‘Chey are Vaishnavas and worship Vishnu under the Religion. 
different names of Vonkataramana, Chounaraya, Narasimha 
and others. Somo of thom havo also Siva as their family 
God aud go on pilgrimage to Nanjangud, the chiof place 
of Siva worship in tho Stato. Their guru or spiritual 
loader,” is a Srivaishnaya Brahmin who pavs occasional 
visits, gives them Chahrankitem (branding) and holy water 
and receives his foos, Among tho minor goddesses wor- 
ahipped by Bodas aro Gangamma, Mariamma, Kavollemma, 
Lakkamma, Payamma, Odisilamma, Marigamma, Dur- 
gamina, and Challapuramma, 


Gangamma (river or water God) is generally wor- 
shipped oither at the rivorsido or near a tank or othor 
rosorvoir of water, A placo is solected and cleaned with 
water. Threo or five or soven stonos are set up on which 
saffron is put on. Inconse is burnt, a new cloth is kept 
near tho images, and cocoanut is broken, After the wor- 
ship, the cloth may be worn by any female wember in the 
house, ‘This worship is specially confined to women, and 
u0 blvody sacrifices avo offerod. The other Goddesses are 
worshipped somesin groves, and somevifi temples, por- 
manently dedicated to thom, Sacrifices of sheop, goats 
,and fowls are very frooly offered and partaken of by ghe 
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dovotocs, Fridays and ‘Tnosdays aro tho days sot apurt 
for the worship, but the worship of Gangamuny is always 
confined to a Monday. ‘ 


To Miri, the village Goddoss, a ho-buffalo is sncri- 
ficod. his worship, though porformod by this caste, is 
done at the instance of the whole village. Tn tho contral 
portion of tho village, a temporary shed is orected and in 
il an image gonorally of somo grotosque or hideons form is 
installed. The whole villago Fe pulation, oxcept Brahmang, 
Jains and Lingayats, carry their offerings to tho Goddess 
and the moro superstitions of these excopted persons also 
sometimes sond votive offerings. In tho night, a he- 
buffalo is sacrificed. ‘lho remains of tho animal aro thon 
divided among the 12 mombers comprising the villago 
corporation, As most of them however do not ¢at buffalo 
flosh, their shares aro taken by the yillago cobbler or 
Macliga. 4 


Muntsvara (BO) is another ohject of common wor- 
ship, not only among tho Bodas, but also amoung othor 
lower castes. He is believed to be tho soul of a saint 
who lived at a time beyond memory and is said 10 rogide in 
trees. Under a tree, which is said to be the dwollin 
placo of this spirit, a small temple, hardly big enough tor 
one to got in, is bnilé and two or three stones installed 
thercin in the name of this spirit. Sometimes bolls aro 
tied to the branchos, and when they aro shakon by tho 
wind, tho sounds aro attributed to tho sylvan doity. To 
is considorod as an ovil spirit and as always waiting for an 
opportunity to enter tho body of porsons passing near and 
bring on sickness to the victim. {lo is much droaded and 
to propitiate him, occasional offerings of sheep, goats, fowls 
and cooked articles, are mado, Tho animals saorifieod are 
eaten by the votarios but othor articlos such as cooked rico, 
plantains, &c., aro left undor the tree. They also nang 
their childron attor this doity. 


The spirits of such discases as, cholera and smallpox, 
are algo worshipped. Serpent worship is also connnon 
among thom, the belief being that by this skin dikeaso and 
tho diseases of tho eye, ulevration in tho car, are eured, 

‘ 


Tn common with the othor castes of similar status, thoy 
believe in omons*, and the following: mp an few of them 


* Omons nie not a specially ‘custo tnatilation, ‘Phoy wo na matler 
of gOwrnl boliol and observance with persona who have nut passed a 
cortain stage of menial online, 
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Good omens—A crow, a bird called hilu-hakki (#28 ) 
ora crow pheasant (Sewd®A) passing from left to right 
when starting ona journey; a kito (garuda or Brahmin 
kite) passing trom right to left; toddy pots, dead body, 
or flowers being carried, or a married «oman coming, 
from tho opposite dirootion. 


Among bad Omens may be mentioned, the crossing 
of tho birds named abovo in a. contrary direction, a ser. 
pent crossing the path, or the meeting with a barber or 
a carrier of firo-wood whon setting out on any business, 


Beliof in oracles and witchcraft is general. 


They follow their original profession of hunting in 
the jungles only nominally, and have settled down to 
agriculture as their chief occupation, As is the case 
‘with all agricultural classos in tho State, many are petty 
vaiyatwari occupants of lands, paying vevenue direct Lo 
Government; while many oultivate the lands of others as 
tenants on “vdra,” Rely paying half the produce to tho 
superidy holder: The system of joint-ownership of village 
Jands is not in force anywhere in tho State. Some who 
aro village watchmen known as Talaris havo some free 
lands (servico inam) or got a recognizod quantity of grain 
from cach raiyat at tho harvort time, Sovoral of them are 
landless day labouvors, oarning wages varying from two 
to fivo annas a day. ‘Thore are no nomadic cultivators in 
the ogste, 


hoy have many beliofs, some superstitious and somo 
empirical, in regard to tho agricultural oporations, which 
howevor aro common to almost all of tho cultivating classes 
in the Stato, and which are ombodied in popular swings, 
such for oxample as tho following, The first ploughing of 
the season must bo commonced on a Sunday or a Thursday. 
No ploughing should bo done on Mondays. Sced should 
not bo sown on Mondays and Tuesdays. Thore are some 
populax sayings about tho efficacy of rains in cortain speci- 
fied seasons. 


A seare crow (genorally an old earthon pot with eyes 
and other marks of the faco roughly daubed over) placed 
on tho top of cross sticks dressed with rags, is often sot up 
in folds with tho doublo object of frightening away birds 
and beasts, and ayerting the evil eyo. + * 


When undortaking any important work such as the 
sinking of a woll.oy building a houso, it is usual to worship 
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‘Ganesha’ made of cowdung, in the form of a cone. Some 
dimes a goat or shoep or a fowl is sacrificed on such ocoa- 


sions, 


If an eclipso of tho Sun or the Moon ocours whon 
the crops are stahding, sometimes the owners of the fiolds 
bathe and sacrifico a sheop or goat to tho field. Boiled rico 
is mixed with the blood of tho sacrificed animal and scat- 
tered all over the fiold. 


There is nothing peculiar in thor dress. Mon genor- 
ally put on short drawers reaching to tho kneos somo- 
times only a loin cloth. heir women wear Sire hko other 
Sudras without dividing the skirt, but such of them as are 
not Basavis do not woar bodices. Ln the largor places, there 
is however an improvement and family women also we 
this article of dress, 
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APPENDIX 


(Names of Mulas) 


Mandala (8303e)—-Tlerd of caltlo 

Yanumala (88290)=- Buffalo 

Muchchala (®»%¥,0) 

Sdhéla (RRFw) 

Keémagétula (Feber) 

Chinnamagala (B88, xbriv) 

Manegala (=8nv) 

Pegadapotula (araxpysd>v) 

Oltinnamdkila (88, 820) 

Peddamdhila (B8,3%%e) 

Ohtmala (4220) Ants 

Gujjala (Moe%,,¥) 

Sibbila (H®,,%) 

Edu kondula (28¥008v) — Seyon hills 
Gangavéramy (Rors3e0)—=Namo of a plago 
Puvvalu gampaly (BAvo Nove.) = Vlower baskets 
Pohilu BRE) == 1fo-buifaloos 





"Malleln (89S wd)enJ rasamim 


Ankeéla (eee) 

Setlila (Rye) 

Muchchatla (8292%,83 ) 
Nallula (8% %)==Bugs 
AMinugala (DRSarw) 

Payyola (Bde) 

Gitlamy (Rass) <=Pogs 
Jommatdy, (89,33) 

Yeddula (088),0)==Oxen 
Fer rébotula (80,8 B3e)=-A centipeie 
Sirya (4 )=Tho Sun 
Chendia (%08))= The Moon 
Bungdru (XMo2)=<-Gold 


32, 
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32. Dhiicha kra ($#8*)) Tho Globo 


Kacht hagla (POSS ae A kind of ernas 
Tuvali (230?) THorso gram 
Navane (B88) -=-Ttalit an mille 


- Ganndrla (48,807) ==Sweet-seentod oleander 


Maddala (®°3%) 

Mungala (8»orv) 
Gaddabdrlit (Rd, wer’) —= Crowbar 
Gajjala (7%,%) 

Jdnamala (PBDe) 





